Detection of signs of estrus in the charolais cow and its Brahman cross under continuous observation.
In order to study the characteristic signs of an induced estrus in beef cattle maintained in the tropics, 31 animals, 16 pure Charolais and 15 Charolais/Brahman cross, were continuously observed during the first 100 hours following prostaglandin injection. The animals were pastured in a field of approximately 3 hectares. A highly significant relationship (P < 0.01) seemed to exist between behavioural tendencies and the interval following the onset of estrus. Behaviour included butting, attempts to mount, smelling of genitalia (active) and allowing to be mounted and have genitalia smelled (passive). No consistant pattern of sexual activity could be established since some animals were more active than others. Mounts were observed to occur between 6 and 9 in the morning (33%), 9 and 12 at night (16%) and midnight and three in the morning (13%). Differences existed between the Charolais and the Brahman cross with respect to the number of mounts (P < 0.05) and in the response to an induced estrus (P < 0.05). No correlation was found between grazing habits and sexual activity, the former expressed as the number of animals standing up during each hour.